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Board of Directors 
Donald Gillespie 

♦ Last week marked the 50th anniversary of Medicare and 

Medicaid.  On July 30, I had the pleasure to attend a 

Michigan celebration of Medicaid.  Present were all the living 

Michigan Medicaid Directors from the last 50 years to hear a 

special message from former Congressman John Dingell, 

who was the sponsor of the original Medicare 

Legislation.  The Michigan celebration marked a special 

anniversary for the millions in Michigan and our Nation who 

have received help and led happier lives since the Medicare 

program was signed into law 50 years ago by President 

Lyndon B. Johnson on July 30, 1965.  In his 1965 remarks, 

Johnson quoted Truman who 20 years prior had said, 

“Millions of our citizens do not have the full measure of 

opportunity to achieve and to enjoy good health. Millions do 

not now have protection or security against the economic 

effects of sickness. And the time has now arrived for action 

to help attain that opportunity and to help them get that 

protection.” After noting that it took a long time to achieve 

Johnson said, “The benefits under the law are as varied and 

broad as the marvelous modern medicine itself.”   

Michigan’s state Medicaid program was implemented a year 

later on October 1, 1966.   Working as a young social worker 

at that time, I recall the day the legislation was signed by the 

President and recall vividly the feeling of hope it offered 

many Americans who at the time were living in poverty or 

without private health insurance.  In the years that followed 

until today, the program has been instrumental in bringing 

dignity and health to elderly and disabled Americans.   It did 

more than provide basic health care coverage to the elderly 

and the most disadvantaged, it protected the health and 

well-being of millions of families here in Michigan and 

across the country and secured a better future for them and 

for our state.  Today, both citizens and health care providers 

face serious challenges to the sustainability of the 

Medicare/Medicaid program and are just now implementing 

the next major phase of health reform with implementation 

of the Affordable Health Care Act.  While the challenges our 

industry faces are sometimes great, we will find solution and 

I am very confident that Home Care will continue to play a 

pivotal role in the delivery of health care in our nation.  The 

aging population is living longer, healthier lives thanks in 

part to the many members of the Michigan Association for 
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Home Care doing our part to keep people in their home 

longer.  Michigan Home Care and our member agencies will 

continue to be diligent in advocating for the public policy 

changes that will make our changing system of health care 

work.  Part of the solution to the sustainability of our 

government insurance programs will be a healthy national 

economy and a vibrant private insurance market.  It is the 

goal of the Michigan Association for Home Care to be 

catalyst in bringing the industry together to improve the 

health of our citizens.   I believe that the home care industry 

will not only survive but will indeed thrive.    ♦ The Votes 

are in.   I am pleased to formerly congratulate Sara Simonds 

of Mercy Home Health for being elected to President-elect 

for the Michigan Association for Home Care.  It is tradition 

for the members of Michigan Home Care to elect the 

President-elect because at the beginning of the next fiscal 

year on June 1, 2016, whoever is President-elect will 

automatically succeeds to become Board President.  Sara will 

serve the remainder of this fiscal year on the Executive Board 

working with me and others as she prepares to succeed to 

the President role at the end of my term.  Sara has served 

Michigan Home Care in a leadership role as Chair of the 

Certified Committee and Liaison to National Government 

Services.  Congratulations, Sara!   Other Executive Board 

officers serving are Deb Holman – Immediate Past President, 

Lisa White – Secretary and Chris Kisell- Treasurer.   ♦ Enjoy 

your August issue of the Bulletin Newsletter and please feel 

free to pass it onto others at your organization so that they 

may learn from happenings within the home care 

industry.     
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Education 
Deb Holman  
♦ The Education Committee has begun the planning process 

for our 2016 Annual Conference.  Theme for our 2016 Annual 

Conference will be “Go For The Gold”.  Mark your calendars 

for the 2016 Annual Conference May 18-20, 2016 at the 

Grand Traverse Resort.  If you have ideas for presenters 

and/or topics you would like to see at the conference, please 

forward them on to cindyt@homecaremi.org.  The Education 

Committee is beginning to investigate potential venues for 

the 2017 conference and beyond.  A Survey was sent out at 

the end of July asking for feedback regarding where you 

would like the conference to be held.  Please take the time to 

complete the survey if you haven’t already.  ♦ Due to the 

overwhelming response to our ICD-10 Coding workshop 

August 17th and 18th , we have had to move the event to the 

Kellogg Center, E. Lansing, MI.  Testing will still be held at 

the Michigan Home Care Offices on the 19th.    The 

registration brochure is currently available on the website 

(www.homecaremi.org) under Calendar of Events.  Space is 

limited.  ♦ Michigan Home Care is also holding a “Blueprint 

for OASIS Accuracy Workshop on September 2nd and 3rd at 

the Michigan Home Care Offices.  Registration material is 

available on the website.   ♦ Please forward ideas for 

trainings you would like to see to cindyt@homecaremi.org 

that will assist you in running your business. 

 
HME/Infusion 
Julie Johnson & Brian Griffore 
♦ The HME Committee meets next on August 17, at 10am via 

teleconference.  Please contact Mary Pfeiffer at the Michigan 

Home Care Office if you are not currently receiving notices 

of the Committee meetings or call number.   There is 

certainly no shortage of issues facing HME and this is our 

opportunity to share our stories and initiate positive change.  

♦ Legislation was re-introduced to establish a separate 

benefit category for Complex Rehab Technology.  The 

Michigan Home Care CRT Committee continues to meet to 

draft Medicaid Policy changes for a CRT Separate 

Recognition here in Michigan.  The Subcommittee meets next 

on August 6, at 3:00pm.  Call Mary if you would like to 

participate and are not on the list for meeting notices.   

♦ Medtrade, the largest HME conference in the nation will 

meet next in Atlanta on October 26 – 29.  Michigan Home 

Care is negotiating for discounts for Michigan Home Care 

members interested in attending.   Contact the Michigan 

Home Care Office for information about registration 

discounts.  Visit www.medtrade.com for more information.   

♦ Brian Griffore of Airway Oxygen, Mary Ellen Spradlin of 

Health Care Reimbursement Solutions, and Michigan Home 

Care Executive Director Barry Cargill are our new 

representatives to the AAHomecare State Leadership 

Council.  The Council meets on the phone every two weeks 

to compare notes with HME State Associations around the 

nation to share experiences and advice.  Brian, Mary Ellen 

and Barry will share activity and information from the 

Council at the Monthly HME meetings as well as identifying 

timely information for immediate distribution to the 

membership.  ♦ Committee Co-Chair Julie Johnson changed 

organizations and is now working at Beaumont Home 

Medical Equipment.   With support from Beaumont, Julie 

will continue in her leadership role on the Michigan Home 

Care Board of Directors & as HME Committee Co-Chair.         

 
Private Duty 
Sheila Doeden & Tom Rowley 
♦ The Private Duty Committee will meet in person on 

Tuesday August 18th in the Okemos office from 12:30-2:30. 

Amy Gil from the Jessup group will be at the meeting and 

we’re asking members to submit to their P&L on the form 

provided in an email you should have received. If for some 

reason you didn’t, e-mail maryp@homecaremi.org.  In May 

we had good results in terms of the number of people that 

submitted their information and Amy compiled the report 

for the 1st quarter of 2015.  This discussion will continue with 

PD members.  ♦ Plans are being made for the Annual 

Conference in May 2016- the Education committee is looking 

for ideas for topics/speakers, please send ideas to 

cindyt@homecaremi.org if you have someone in mind. In 

addition- Committee members should have received a 

survey from the Association- please complete this, it will 

help in the planning for future conferences.   

 
Reimbursement 
Chris Kisell & Amy Gil 
♦ The Reimbursement Committee met by teleconference July 

15th, 2015.  Please join us for the next meeting on-site at 9:30 

on September 16th.  ♦ Discussion involved the proposed rule 

for Home Care and the upcoming Billers Meeting.  There 

was a Representative from the V.A. at their July 30th meeting.  

Other topics include PECOS, ICO Plans, Revenue 

Adjustments and Visit Corrections.  Please plan on attending 

this informative meeting.  ♦ The Reimbursement Committee 

is looking for someone interested in being a co-chair for this 

committee.  If there is interest please contact Amy Gil at the 

email address below.  ♦ Don’t forget that Medicare is 

planning to make the corrections to the 2014-2015 crossover 

claims beginning in October!  If you have questions or topics, 

please send them to Amy and she will get them on the 

agenda.  Let’s share the knowledge and work together to 

solve our issues.  If you would like more information, Amy 

Gil, Co-chair can be reached by e-mail at Amyg@jessup-

group.com or by phone at (734) 981-8820. 

mailto:cindyt@homecaremi.org
http://www.homecaremi.org/
mailto:cindyt@homecaremi.org
http://www.medtrade.com/
maryp@homecaremi.org
mailto:cindyt@homecaremi.org
Amyg@jessup-group.com
Amyg@jessup-group.com
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Public Policy 
Carolyn Flietstra & Lisa White 
♦ After taking a month off in July, the Public Policy 

Committee will meet next on August 7 (first Friday), 10:00am 

via teleconference.  All members are encouraged and 

welcome to participate on the call.  Contact Mary Pfeiffer at 

the Michigan Home Care office maryp@homecaremi.org if 

you would like to receive the call number and notices for the 

committee.    ♦ State Legislative Day.  Mark your calendars 

for March 10.  This will be the date for our Annual State 

Legislative Day at the State Capitol Building.  This will be 

your opportunity to meet your state senator and 

representative in their Lansing environment.  This past year 

we had about 35 members and over 70 legislators and 

legislative staff participate.  This is a valuable and fun 

experience to learn what is happening in Lansing that 

impacts you and your agency.  Please plan now to join us 

next March.  ♦ All about Roads.  Road funding has been the 

top issue the past few months as the Governor and 

Legislative Leadership continue to meet and develop a road 

funding solution.  To date, Governor Snyder has not stated 

publicly whether he favors one funding plan over another—

but, he has repeatedly said that any funding plan will 

undoubtedly require additional state revenues to be 

meaningful and that relying on program cuts to provide the 

needed funds would be “very difficult,” although high-level 

Administration officials have publicly admitted recently that 

a “reallocation” of existing revenues will, undoubtedly, be 

part of the final road funding plan.  ♦ With one more month 

of summer, this is the time to find your elected leaders close 

to home instead of Lansing or Washington.  Watch for town 

hall meetings, parades and other local events for the 

opportunity to engage one on one about the issues important 

to you.   

 

 
Clinical Operations 
Sara Simonds & Coleen Murphy-DeOrsey 
♦ The Clinical Operations Committee did not meet in July, 

however things have been happening.  ♦ The Office of the 

Auditor General has started doing audits of the state of 

Michigan's Medicaid program and payment practices.  The 

auditors are visiting 11 home health providers around the 

state to determine if the Medicaid program is paying 

appropriately for home health services.  So, while the agency 

itself is not actually being surveyed, the agency's records are 

the proof that the Auditor General's office needs to 

determine the compliance of the Medicaid program's 

practices.  The auditors are reviewing records, including 

both traditional as well as managed Medicaid plans.  They 

are looking at Plans of care, aide supervisory visits, OASIS 

submission and error reports, etc.  They are reviewing 

employee files just in terms of licensure or certification as 

applicable; compliance with criminal background checks and 

fingerprinting.  If you haven't reviewed the Medicaid 

Provider manual, it is suggested that you do – there are some 

additional requirements that Medicaid has for the Plan of 

Care that are over and above the Medicare requirements and 

many providers are not aware of them.  The additional 

requirements can be found in section 3 of the Home Health 

chapter and include things like the agency's NPI, the 

environmental status of the home (dirt floor, no running 

water, infestation, etc.), the primary caregiver or family's 

role, dates of most recent hospitalization, etc. all must be ON 

the plan of care and not simply found in the record.  The 

manual can be most easily found by searching "Michigan 

Medicaid Provider manual".  Agencies that are audited will 

not receive any report from the auditors.  That report will go 

to the Medicaid program as will any required plans of 

correction, most likely by the end of September.  However, 

agencies may then be contacted by the Medicaid program 

with follow up.  In August, Shelly Bernardini with NGS 

Provider Relations will join us via conference call to discuss 

concerns re:  face to face certification issues.  

 

 

 

PAC 
Larry Treece 
♦ Good Day to all PAC supporters and War heroes like John 

McCain.  I really believe is he a great American and deserves 

better.  I am a Vietnam Era veteran, former Medic, and 

served this great nation during the turbulent late 60s.....he is 

a hero and LOVES HOME CARE. ♦ With that said I am 

happy to report we continue to monitor Auto No Fault and 

we do see some activity but no movement at this time.  I did 

meet with Representative Rob VerHeulen , head of 

appropriations, to keep him updated on the Pediatric Waiver 

Program and the increase we NEED.  He was gracious, 

interested and we will continue to put information in his 

hands on this. I also met with Representative Jon Bumstead, 

who represents my area, to keep him informed as well on 

this issues that face Home Care going forward.  We also 

talked about and tested out his new Jack Nicolas golf clubs 

as we participated in an outing for former lobbyist Rick 

Simonson.  In closing...we are watching Lansing...we 

appreciate your support and I want to thank Barry and his 

wife Karen for stopping by to celebrate my 35th Business 

Anniversary Party..."all endings are also beginnings .We just 

don't know it at the time."  - Curly Howard 

 

 
 

mailto:maryp@homecaremi.org
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Hospice 
Amy Banfield & Sherri Soloman 
♦  The Hospice Committee approved and added our state 

association name to a letter from the NAHC Forum of States 

to thank CMS for supporting Advance Care Planning in the 

Hospice Payment Rule.   The forum is made up of Barry's 

colleagues with the other state Home Care and Hospice 

Associations.  The Forum worked with Theresa Forester 

(NAHC) to draft this letter and there appears to be 

unanimous support from the State Associations to support 

sending the letter.    ♦ The next Hospice Committee meeting 

will be held on August 6 starting at 10 am at the Michigan 

Home Care office – please encourage your hospice 

representatives/associates to attend!  In addition to our 

standing agenda items, we will be reviewing and seeking 

input and feedback from committee members:   

o Identify back-up representative for the 

NGS/CMS quarterly meetings/conference 

calls.  This is a great way to be on the 

forefront of NGS/CMS work and to provide 

input and ask questions that you and/or the 

committee may bring forward.  

o Solicit feedback on next year's Annual 

Conference regarding the hospice specific 

sessions – need to identify topics of interest 

and potential speakers 

o Discuss and identify guest speaker(s) for our 

October committee meeting 

o Seek feedback from all hospice providers 

regarding Managed Care Medicaid Room 

and Board and standards of visit frequencies 

and visit time 

♦ In 2014, National Government Services and NHIC Provider 

Outreach and Education (POE) formed a collaborative team 

consisting of all lines of Medicare business (Part A, Part B, 

DME, Home Health and Hospice). This collaboration effort 

allows each line of business to interact and discuss the issues 

that affect each of the different provider types as well as the 

opportunity to communicate with our different POE 

Departments.  Sherri Solomon will be representing the 

Hospice Committee/Michigan Home Care – we look forward 

to her feedback on this collaboration!     

 

 

 

 

 

Do 1 Thing  

Goal for August: Get Involved 

Being prepared for disasters and emergencies can seem like a 

big job. Many people don't know where to start, so they 

never start at all. With Do 1 Thing you can take small steps 

that make a big difference in an emergency.  Do 1 Thing is a 

12-month program that makes it easy for you to prepare 

yourself, your family, and your community for emergencies 

or disasters.  

Make your community stronger by getting trained and 

getting involved. 

Tasks 

Connect with an isolated individual in your neighborhood 

or start a neighborhood organization.  

Isolated individuals are more vulnerable during and after a 

disaster. They are less likely to ask for help or follow 

emergency instructions. 

Promote emergency preparedness in your community.  

Your agency, Scout troops, service clubs, residential 

associations, communities of faith—almost any organization 

you belong to can become a partner in emergency 

preparedness. 

Become a volunteer in your community (CERT, Red Cross, 

Neighborhood Watch, etc.).  

There are many places to volunteer in your community. 

Many police and fire departments use volunteers to help 

with special projects, events, or program. The American Red 

Cross, Salvation Army, and other organizations train 

volunteers to work in disasters. 

For more information about starting a do1thing campaign at 

your agency,  visit do1thing.com 

  

Download the 12 Month Preparedness Plan pdf. 

 

http://do1thing.com/tasks/isolated
http://do1thing.com/tasks/isolated
http://do1thing.com/tasks/promote
http://do1thing.com/tasks/volunteer
http://do1thing.com/tasks/volunteer
http://www.do1thing.com/
http://do1thing.com/userfiles/resources/factsheets/d1t_00_factsheets.en.pdf
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Links of Interest 
 

 

The Art of ICD-10 Coding Workshop – August 17-18, 2015 

DOL Proposes Drastic Changes to White Collar Exemptions Webinar – August 5, 2015 

 

Aides Role in Patient-Centered Care Teleconference – August 13, 2015 

 

What Non-Financial Managers Need to Know About Financial Statements – August 18, 2015 

 

Pharmacology for Therapists and Other Interested Clinicians (Part 1 of 3) Webinar – August 26, 2015 

 

Blueprint for OASIS Workshop – September 2 & 3, 2015 

 
Pharmacology for Therapists and Other Interested Clinicians (Part 2 of 3) Webinar – September 9, 2015 

 
Trials & Tribulations of Home Health Documentation Webinar – September 15, 2015 

 
Pharmacology for Therapists and Other Interested Clinicians (Part 3 of 3) Webinar – September 23, 2015 

  
MDLARA Questions Needed 

http://m360.mhha.org/admin/forms/ViewForm.aspx?id=28910 

 

NGS Questions Needed 

http://www.homecaremi.org/submit-question-to-ngs/ 

 

BCBS Call for Questions 

http://m360.mhha.org/admin/forms/ViewForm.aspx?id=28912 

 

Additional Events 

https://www.homecaremi.org/upcoming-events/ 
 

Committee Calendar 
HME Committee   –August 17, 2015 

Hospice Committee –August 6, 2015 

Public Policy Committee – August 7, 2015 

Private Duty Committee   –August 18, 2015 

Reimbursement Committee – No Meeting in August 

Clinical Operations Committee Meeting –August 20, 2015 

Education Committee – August 27, 2015 

Regulatory Committee –August 20, 2015 

If you are not receiving your Committee Bulletin Board directly at your e-mail, 
e-mail cindyt@homecaremi.org to be added to our distribution list. 

http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=Mjgz
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=Mjk4
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=Mjk3
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=Mjk1
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=MzAw
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=Mjk2
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=MzAx
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=MzAz
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=MzAy
http://m360.mhha.org/admin/forms/ViewForm.aspx?id=28910
http://www.homecaremi.org/submit-question-to-ngs/
http://m360.mhha.org/admin/forms/ViewForm.aspx?id=28912
https://www.homecaremi.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=MzA2
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=Mjkx
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=Mjky
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=Mjg4
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=Mjkz
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=Mjk5
http://www.homecaremi.org/calendar-of-event-details/?id=MzA1
mailto:cindyt@homecaremi.org

